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UPCOMING EVENTS

This newsletter was not 
a solo effort and I would like 
to thank the ROCK stars who 
assisted:  Brett Sutton, Allen 
Christian, George Snyder, 
Lisa Craig, Michael Sanchez, 
Minuteman Press Downtown, 
Marianne Meehan, George 
Mitchell, Lori Jackson, Emilio 
Veneziano, Bill Stoler, Cindy 
Zimmerman, LouAnn Shirk, 

Chuck Rice, Michael Meehan, 
Darlene Lipovsek, Dee Sutton 
and finally to those who have 
placed their ads with us.

Their contribution to the 
newsletter not only makes it 
special but allows us to con-
tinue to bring you the news 
in full color.  Please consider 
these ads the next time you 
are in need of their services.

July 8-July 10, 2016 PVGP 
Historics - Pitt Race
July 15th, 2016 PITT Race 
Session 4
July 16-July 17, 2016 PVPG 
Schenley Park
July 31, 2016 Autocross - 
Session 3
Aug. 12, 2016 PITT Race 
Test and Tune Session 2
Aug. 13, 2016 Annual Pool 
Party
Aug. 14, 2016Autocross 
Session 4
Aug. 15, 2016 PITT Race 
Session 5
Sept. 9, 2016 PITT Race 
Test and Tune Session 3
Sept. 11, 2016 J&D Wine 
Cellars Social and Car Show
Sept. 11, 2016 Autocross 
Session 5
Sept. 16, 2016 PITT Race 
Session 6
Sept. 25, 2016 Tire Rack 
Streeet Survival
Sept. 30, 2016 PITT Race 
Test and Tune Session 4

July 14-17, 2016 The 
Pittsburgh Vintage Grand 
Prix, or PVGP as it is often 
known, is a unique historic 
racing festival held on the city 
streets in and around Schenley 
Park in Pittsburgh. PVGP has 
been hosted in the Steel City 
since 1984, and has grown 
from a one-day private race 
to an event exciting to any 
enthusiast and benefitting 
both the Autism Society of 
America and the Allegheny 
Valley School. What was 
once a racing event is now a 
2,000-vehicle international car 
show with food and vendors 
across the Bob O’Conner 
Golf Course where spectators 
(usually numbering close to 
200,000) overlook the races 
(now featuring a total of over 
180 historic race cars) held 
on the city streets below.  The 
BMW CCA’s portion of PVGP 
has grown, too; the event is 
no longer a two-day car corral, 
but a complete four-day 
program that offers something 

for every BMW enthusiast 
and includes driving tours, 
dinners, and charity hot-lap 
rides thanks to the BMW 
Performance Center (the 
latter is shown above).  Online 
registration and the new PVGP 
website is now open! 

Aug. 19-28, 2016 Celebrate 
100 Years Of BMW History 
With Us In Monterey A Week-
Long Festival! Celebrate 100 
years of BMW with the BMW 
Clubs of America in Monterey, 
California this August! The 
BMW car and motorcycle 
clubs of America are joining 
together for a celebration 
unlike any before. Legends 
of the Autobahn will be held 
on August 19, Festorics 
on August 19-21, and 
Oktoberfest from August 23-
28. Below is a stunning video 
preview of what’s to come. 

CHAPTER EVENTS

NATIONAL EVENTS

COVER PHOTO BY BILL STOLER
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Well gang it is PVGP time! 
I know I cannot believe it either.     

We always could use more 
help so please if you would like 
to help out please reach out to 
Michael Meehan and let him 
know that you are available. 
Here is his email address:  mf-
meehan@yahoo.com

If you have never been 
there or haven’t been there 
in a few years make the trip 
up, come see Brett and the 
rest of us and check out some 
fantastic cars racing around  
the circuit.   

There certainly has been a 
lot to be thankful for for the 
first half of the year. There 
is always a smile on my face 
when I think of about the 

Wow! I am so excited to 
start this new journey as the 
Regional Vice-President of the 
North Atlantic BMW CCA. 

I sincerely thank every-
one for supporting me in this 
new endeavor. I intend to ab-
sorb all of the details needed 
to grow in this position and 
serve you well.

     What a wonderful time 

chapter and the wonderful 
members that it has.  

So thank you to all the 
members that make this chapter 
wonderful and a very welcom-
ing family.  

A few quick shout outs, 
thanks to Emilio and Allen for 

Allegheny Chapter Volunteers Show Dedication to Club and Cars

Members Make Events Success
BY GEORGE SNYDER

A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT

New North Atlantic Regional Vice President Looks Forward to Serving 
to be the “New Girl” on the 
block with the 100th anniver-
sary celebration for BMW the 
company. There are so many 
terrific events this year to cel-
ebrate this historic anniversary. 
In the Northeast we have the 
Vintage at Saratoga in Saratoga 
Springs, NY which draws some 
of the best cars from New Eng-
land and the Middle Atlantic 
areas. Next, I look forward to 
seeing you all again at  PVGP. 

‘New Girl’ Shirk Excited for Journey 

the wonderful job that they did 
on the Dust off drive and the 
Spring Drive. The days weath-
er wise couldn’t have been any 
more different but that didn’t 
lessen the good times.

Secondly - a big thank 
you to all that came out  

for the events and bringing 
your smiles and enthusiasm 
with you.  

The chapter has a lot of 
fun things planned this sum-
mer and for the rest of the year.   
So please come out, make some 
new friends, see some that you 
haven’t seen in a while and 
have a good time. 

There are a lot of moving 
parts to the chapter and with-
out all the dedication, time 
and energy of a lot of people 
the chapter couldn’t do what it 
does. So I, say thank you to all 
of you.   

Keep your eyes posted for 
updates to the website and to 
your email for up to date Al-
legheny Chapter information.  

Now, get out there and 
drive!

So proud to be the RVP of the 
Award Winning Allegheny 
Chapter. You guys Rock! I am 
so ready for a sandwich at Pre-
manti Brothers and a visit to 
the Hofbrau Haus. Then Lime 
Rock Park (LRP) will be alive 
with the roar of race cars dur-
ing the IMSA Weather Tech 
Sports Car Championship. 
Join the Local chapters for 
this event with a special BMW 
CCA only ticket. California 

will be the place to be in Aug 
to continue the 100 year cel-
ebration. Legends of the Auto-
bahn, The Festorics at Laguna 
Seca and Oktoberfest 2016 in 
Monterey are all lining up to 
be grand events for all. I can 
hardly wait!                   

Make plans early and 
come join the fun and excite-
ment! Enjoy your Ultimate 
Driving Machine to the Max! 
Safe travels to all!

A NOTE FROM THE REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT

BY LOU ANN SHIRK

Celebrating 100 Years!

Annual BMW Gathering
Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix • July 8 - 17, 2016
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It’s official! Oktoberfest 
2018 is coming to Pittsburgh.

Yes, you read it right. The Al-
legheny Chapter will be hosting 
the BMW CCA’s National Event, 
Oktoberfest in 2018. The week 
of July 16 to 21 to be specific. 

For those of you who have 
been active in the chapter you 
might recognize those dates 

Each year the BMW Car 
Club of America throws a 
party – a world famous party 
known as Oktoberfest and 
sometimes simply O’fest. This 

as the week of the Pittsburgh 
Vintage Grand Prix. If so, you 
would be right. Oktoberfest 
will be the same week as the 
PVGP 10 day Festival.

To add to the excitement of 
hosting Oktoberfest, the Pitts-
burgh Vintage Grand Prix has 
awarded the Allegheny Chap-
ter and BMW “Marque of the 
Year” in 2018. Our goals of 
hosting two major events at the 
same time was to bring aware-
ness of the PVGP to a number 
of BMW CCA members who 
typically go to Oktoberfest but 

Summer 2018 Will Feature O’Fest and PVGP in Same Week of July

Pittsburgh to Host Oktoberfest
BY AL APEX

CHAPTER NEWS

47th Annual BMW CCA Oktoberfest Hits California Raceway in August

Oktoberfest is a movable celebration of everything 
BMW at exciting locations throughout the country  
and is the ultimate motorsport family reunion. 

movable celebration of every-
thing BMW occurs at exciting 
locations throughout the coun-
try and is the ultimate motors-
port family reunion. 

For 2016 O’fest returns to 

O’Fest 2016 Returns to Laguna Seca

no other regional or National 
events and to raise the bar on 
Car Club charitable giving with 
a goal of $150,000.

Another little tidbit of news, 
is that, 2018 is the 50th Anniver-
sary of the iconic “2002”. With 
that in mind we have named 
the “2002”as the featured model 
for the PVGP. We are hoping 
to bring the largest gathering 
of “2002s” in one place at the 
same time. Who knows maybe 
we could break a Guinness 
Book of World records. (The 
largest Parade of BMWs, was 

178 Isettas in 2008).
Some say we are nuts oth-

ers just shake their heads and 
yet everyone knows that if any 
car club could succeed in these 
endeavors it would be the Al-
legheny Chapter of the BMW 
Car Club of America. 

We are calling all chapter 
members to arms and hope 
you will support us by offer-
ing some of your time to help 
with one of the many events we 
have planned throughout the 
10 PVGP festival and the week 
long Oktoberfest. 

the thrilling Mazda Raceway 
Laguna Seca. O’fest was last 
held there in 2013, but club 
members can be assured that we 
will have an even bigger celebra-
tion this time around!

The Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix has awarded the 
Allegheny Chapter and BMW Marque of the Year 
in 2018 during the 10-Day Annual Festival.

O’fest attendees can par-
ticipate in various driving and 
social activities, such as: au-
tocross, concours, gymkhana, 
rallies, and of course, high 
performance driving experi-
ences on Laguna Seca.

This is your chance to see 
what the fuss is all about be-
fore it comes to Pittsburgh in 
2018. 

For more information, go to:  
celebratebmw.com   

People from all over come to 
Pittsburgh to stroll the hills of 
Schenley Park and watch the 
historic races from high atop 
German Hill. This is only pos-
sible with your help. Please 
contact Michael Meehan at  
mfmeehan@yahoo.com.

VOLUNTEER AT PVGP
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We have been in business since 2008 and have over 60 yrs. 
combined experience. If you want friendly service for a fair 
price, you’ve come to the right place. Our dedicated staff 
can perform the smallest repair - light bulbs, tires, 
alignments, and brakes; to the largest - engine upgrades 
and diagnosis for all your dash fault lights.  

We offer services on all major car lines; specializing in 
Porsche, Saab, Audi, Mercedes-Benz, BMW, Jaguar, Volvo, 
Volkswagen and many Italian marquees. 
 

We are now an APR dealer as well, for Volkswagen, Audi, 
and Porsche.  
 

We are happy to announce we have moved from 128 
Mccarrell Lane to: 430 Harmony Way, Harmony, PA 16037 
 

George Riggin 
(724) 473.8575 

email Mindy for more info: : mindy.rsa@gmail.com 
 (website under construction)  

 

 
 

Office (724) 719-2093 
Cell (412) 701-4467 

 
tnolan@ieinsurancepa.com 

www.ieinsurancepa.com 
 

Personal and Commercial Insurance in Western Pennsylvania 
 

Stated Amount & Classic Car Insurance 
 

OEM Parts option to repair your vehicle after an accident 
 

Multiple Carriers represented to offer you the best package available 
 

 

The Pittsburgh Vintage 
Grand Prix is an 11 day motor 
sport festival which benefits the 
Autism Society of Pittsburgh and 
the Allegheny Valley School. The 
largest event of its kind kicks off 
July 7, 2016 with the Historic 
Races at the Pittsburgh Interna-
tional Race Complex. 

The BMW CCA joins the 
Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix 
to comprise the Historic Races at 
PIRC. The PVGP features cars from 
the 50’s, 60’s, and 70’s; Allards, MG’s 
Triumph’s, Elva’s, Cobra’s, Camaro’s, 
Mustang’s, Porsche’s, Jaguar’s and of 
course BMW’s.

BMW Gets Own Race Group at PVGP
CLUB RACING

This year I am happy to an-
nounce the addition of a third day 
of racing. Thursday will now be 
test and tune and Friday through 
Sunday will be race days. For those 
of you that have never raced here, 
the new PIRC south track encom-
passes a challenging 85’ elevation 
change followed by a blind hill and 
new straights before entering the 
existing and newly paved north 
track. The full course is 2.8 miles 
in length with a total of 18 corners.

Also this year BMW will 
have it’s OWN race group! The 
first BMW race will be Friday 
at 4:00. Saturday will include a 
morning race at around 11:00 
AM and a 50 minute race at 4:00 

PM to finish out the day. feature a 
55 minute race in the afternoon. 
Sunday will conclude with the 
final race of the weekend before 
the noon lunch break. 

Thanks to Bobby Rahal 
BMW of South Hills for spon-
soring this year’s event. Here is 
what is offered as a BMW CCA 
club member:
- Free parking in the BMW CCA 
car corral is included with the 
gate admission.
- Catered box lunches will be 
available to purchase at $10 
per person both Saturday and 
Sunday at the Rahal hospital-
ity hub. Fruits, veggies, donuts, 
munchies, and beverages will be 

provided the entire weekend.
- The Sutton motorhome will be 
there for the weekend for con-
cierge and post racing activities.
- The movie Adrenalin will be 
shown with various other movies 
Friday night, weather permitting. 
Make sure to bring a lawn chair 
and a cooler.
- Special 100th year celebration 
track shirts will be available to 
purchase for only $20.Last year’s 
event had record breaking at-
tendance numbers. Let’s see if we 
can beat those numbers this year 
for the charities! We are looking 
forward to seeing all of our old 
“Track Rats” and meeting some 
new ones in July.

BY BRETT SUTTON

Annual Vintage Event Heats Up for BMW’s 100th Year Celebration
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It’s BMW CCA Days pre-
sented by BMW North Amer-
ica and New Country BMW! 
In what has become a tradi-
tion, BMW CCA and Lime 
Rock Park have partnered to 
offer BMW CCA members an 
exceptional deal on a weekend 
of BMW-themed fun at the sto-
ried Connecticut racetrack. 

This year, we are again cele-
brating BMW CCA Days at the 
region’s biggest sports car event, 
the Northeast Grand Prix fea-
turing the IMSA WeatherTech 
SportsCar Championship and 
Continental Tire SportsCar 
Challenge! 2016 is a special 
year, with celebrations for the 
100th anniversary of BMW, and 
the return of the BMW Team 
RLL M6s running in the GT 
Le Mans class to this event! We 
want to thank the CCA Mem-
bers for their passion and loy-
alty to the teams that compete 
with BMWs, so we’ve arranged 
for an exclusive entertainment 
package on two unique days of 
the race weekend.

Thanks to BMW North 
America and New Country 
BMW, here’s what is available 
only as a BMW CCA Member:
- The flexibility of admission for 
the Friday, July 22 practice and 
qualifying day, the Saturday, 
July 23 race day, or both days 
in a special weekend pass with 
access to the BMW CCA Days 
hospitality tent that features 
sweeping views of the racetrack!
- Free parking with your BMW 
in the BMW CCA DAY TICK-
ET HOLDER parking area
- Special guests throughout the 

Members Celebrate BMW CCA Days
UPCOMING EVENTS

BY AL APEX

Exclusive Offer Available for BMW-Themed Weekend in Connecticut 

weekend from BMW Team 
RLL and other BMW teams
- Private paddock tours and au-
tograph sessions for the BMW 
CCA hospitality tent guests
- VIP Boxed Lunch for each 
day of choice, which includes 
a hearty, baguette-style ultra-
stuffed sandwich with a selec-
tion of Italian Combo, Chicken 
Breast, Heirloom Tomato and 
Roast Turkey options to choose 
from, fresh baked cookies, a lo-
cal apple or seasonal fresh whole 
fruit, a sweet snack or mixed 
nuts, artisanal potato chips, 
condiments and a chilled bottle 
of Crystal Rock water
- Assorted carbonated beverages 
and one glass of beer or wine for 
each day of choice, with addi-
tional adult beverages available 
at the cash bar located in the 
BMW CCA hospitality tent
- Swag/door prizes/raffles from 
BMW CCA (Priceless!)
- BMW vehicles on display 
from New Country BMW on 
Friday and Saturday

Limited to the first 400 
tickets sold, available for pur-
chase by BMW CCA members 
only. Each BMW CCA member 
may purchase as many tickets as 
they need. Lime Rock Park is a 
family friendly venue with lots 
to do for both adults and kids, 
with great food and track view-
ing areas under trees all around 

the track. Lime Rock Park, in 
Connecticut’s famous North-
west Corner, is about two-and-
a-half hours from Boston and 
two hours from New York City.

For more information on 
BMW N.A., visit www.BM-
Wusa.com. 

We also invite you to visit 
the local Presenting Sponsor 
partner, New Country BMW to 
experience world-class customer 
service and a fantastic selection 
of new and used BMWs. Just 
off I-91 at One Weston Park 
Road in Hartford, New Coun-
try BMW is waiting to help you 
every Monday through Satur-
day. More information on New 
Country BMW is available at 
www.NewCountryBMW.com 
and 1 (866) 498-7471. 

The ticket packages, exclu-
sive to BMW CCA Members 
and Guests, are listed below. 
Take advantage of this scream-

ing good offer to come and 
enjoy the spirit of BMW CCA 
today!

Friday, July 22 Adult Tick-
et: $80.00 

Saturday, July 23 Adult 
Ticket: $100.00 

Weekend (July 22 + 23) 
Adult Ticket: $130.00 

Friday Child Ticket: 
$10.00

Saturday Child Ticket: 
$10.00

Weekend Child Ticket: 
$20.00

Link to LRP website 
for more info https://tick-
ets.limerock.com/eventper-
formances.asp?evt=101

To purchase your “BMW 
CCA Days” special ticket pack-
age, call Lime Rock Park at 
(860) 435-5000, weekdays be-
tween 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM 
ìHave your BMW CCA Mem-
bership Number at the ready.

BMW CCA DAYS
 
JULY 22-23 
LIME ROCK PARK  
RACE TRACK 
LAKEVILLE, CT

Personalize your brick to-
day. Bricks will be on display 
at the BMW CCA Founda-
tion in Greer, South Carolina.

In March, 2002, the 
BMW Car Club of Ameri-
ca, an organization of over 
70,000 members, formed the 
non-profit, tax-exempt chari-
table BMW CCA Founda-
tion, Inc. Its charter under 
Section 501 (c)(3) enables the 
Foundation to establish pro-
grams to benefit the public 

in general, and BMW owners 
specifically.

Our vision is to be a living 
repository of BMW informa-
tion and benefit the motor-
ing community.  Hence, the 
Foundation has established 
three ambitious initiatives:
- The Street Survival Teen Driv-
ing Safety Program
- The Library, Archives and Mu-
seum Program
- The Conservation and Preser-
vation Program

Bricks Save Lives, History
Club Builds Strong Foundations



Team Building, 
Competition and Thrill 

Activities... Pitt Race has the 
facility and programs to make 

you the hero!

BOOK YOUR EVENT NOW!

Pittsburgh International Race Complex  201 Penndale Rd  Wampum, PA 16157  724.535.1000
	  	   Where Passion Meets Performace

BOOK YOUR EVENT NOW! BOOK YOUR EVENT NOW!

Motivate, Entertain, Train, Unite, Reward!
Corporate Entertainment & Team Building!

Motivate, Entertain, Train, Unite, Reward!
Corporate Entertainment & Team Building!

www.PittRace.com

Exclusive Offer for BMW CCA- 
Allengehy Chapter Members

$10 off  each event 
when you register for 
a full Auto X series.

 That’s a $60 Savings!
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I for one cannot believe that 
the time for the Dust off Drive 
has come and gone. It simply 
amazes me that we are already 
into summer. But I digress ... 

The Dust of Drive 2016 
Edition is what I am here to 
write about. What an edition 
it was.   

Members Enjoy Drive, Weather and Lunch at Annual Event in April
2016 Dust-Off Drive Delivers
BY AL APEX

ROAD TRIP REVIEW

First off, a tip of the cap to 
Emilio - the drive master and to 
Allen for securing a terrific din-
ing experience.   

We all know how drives 
can be, well they can be fussy.    
The weather could be cold or 
heck evening flurrying.   This 
is something we know about 
with the Allegheny chapter. 
The roads are the greatest (we 

do live in southwestern Pa af-
ter-all) etc.  

I have to say whomever 
prayed to the Sun god that 
morning - well done! We 
could not have asked for better 
weather.   

The roads were nearly per-
fect as much as they can get for 
SWPA.    

Many Kudos go to two 
group leaders and sweepers to 
keep the “cats” together. :) 

The hour we all spent in 
Mingo park was a well thought 
out respite during the drive and 
allowed everyone to get out of 
the cars and mingle.     

Of course it wouldn’t be an 
Allegheny Chapter drive if we 
didn’t make at least one wrong 
turn. ;) 

Now onto the food.  I ad-
mit - I LOVE food. And every-

one knows it. Love trying new 
places as well. I had never heard 
of where were eating and was 
excited about it.   

Allen certainly didn’t let us 
down. With about 48 people all 
sitting down at once - the staff 
did an exceptional job of get-
ting us sat, beveraged and then 
fed. For a group of our size from 
my seat it seemed no one waited 
longer than others and everyone 
seemed to enjoy their lunches 
and company as well.  

Well folks the apexes are 
calling my name. So I bid you 
all eh du.

But before I go -  Kudos 
to Emilio and Allen. Great job!   
And thanks to all those fellow 
Allegheny Chapter members 
that joined the Dust off Drive.   
I truly hope you had a wonder-
ful time as well.  



10 THE ALLEGHENY APEX BMW Car Club Alleghenywww.alleghenybmwcca.org @BMWCCAAllegheny

We have all heard the say-
ing “April Showers Bring May 
Flowers” and somehow this 
year Mother Nature got things 
mixed up a bit, The Dust off 
Drive was dry and the tempera-
ture was very mild in the mid-
dle of April. On the other hand 
the Spring Drive was cold and 
very wet and it was the middle 
of May!! Regardless, the May 
flowers still came. 

BY CHUCK RICE We have also heard the 
saying “Don’t Rain On My Pa-
rade”.  Well it did rain and we 
did have a parade ... of BMWs 
of course but it didn’t dampen 
our spirits. The Spring Drive this 
year to Clevelandís Western Re-
serve Historical Society and the 
Crawford Auto Museum went 
on without a hitch - except for 
our “Ring Around The Campus 
“ mini drive which worked itself 
out in a matter of minutes. 

Everyone made it to the 

PHOTOS BY JOHNA SNYDER

Rain Doesn’t Stop Spring Drive to Cleveland in May
BMW Parade Heads to Ohio

ROAD TRIP REVIEW

parking lot and from there 
we gathered in the designated 
lunch room for a wonderful 
lunch provided by the muse-
um. After our lunch we lined 
up by Chief Wahoo - a 28 FT 
tall neon logo of the Cleveland 
Indians. From there a personal 
tour guide took us through 
the Crawford Auto Museums 
auto collection and presented 
us with a wealth of knowledge 
on Cleveland’s contribution 
to the auto industry. After the 
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tour we had a chance to use our 
free token for a ride on the Eu-
clid Beach Park Grand Carou-
sel which is a full size restored 
1910 carousel that is assembled 
right inside the museum. When 
the ride was over you could visit 
other parts of the museum, head 
home or go to a hotel of your 
choice for an overnight stay in 
Cleveland. A special thanks to 
Emilio Veneziano for planning 
the drive and Allen Christian 
for arranging the museum tour 
and delicious lunch. Volunteers 
like Emilio and Allen continue 
to spark the interests of our club 
members with many diverse 
events. Thank you for investing 
your precious spare time for the 
benefit of other club members 
such as myself.
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2015 marked the first full 
year for the BMW CCA Rec-
ognition Program.  The RPC 
(Recognition Program Com-
mittee) outlined a total of 8 
awards that are meant to rec-
ognize the outstanding efforts 
and contributions of individu-
als and Chapters for the work 
they do on behalf of the club.  

Our very own Marianne 
Meehan was selected as the 
winner of the 2015 Outstand-
ing Volunteer award for the 
North Atlantic Region! 

Many of you know Mari-
anne as our current Secretary 
for the Allegheny Chapter but 
she also serves as the Member-
ship Coordinator. 

In addition to these roles, 
Marianne can always be found 
executing on creative and inno-
vative ideas for chapter events, 
and adding that special atten-
tion to details as she voluntarily 
and eagerly gives of her time to 
all events for the chapter. 

She is responsible for pro-
curing door and raffle prizes for 
each event throughout the year 
and as such always seems to 
come up with new and creative 
ideas for our events.  

At the Allegheny Chap-
ter’s Post Holiday party, Mari-
anne manned the registration 
table from the beginning of 
the event until at least 10pm, 
she also made sure that we had 
door prizes and raffle gifts for 
the evening’s event and also 
helped with the coordination 
of the event itself.  She even so-
licits that help of her husband 

North Atlantic Region Awards Marianne Meehan for Time and Service
Member is Volunteer of Year
BY DARINDA SUTTON

CHAPTER OF CHAMPIONS



13 THE ALLEGHENY APEX BMW Car Club Alleghenywww.alleghenybmwcca.org @BMWCCAAllegheny

in creating some of the give-a-
ways. It was Mr. Meehan who was 
responsible for converting some 
extra Roundel wheel caps and li-
cense plate caps into post ear rings 
– so that every female who attend-
ed the Holiday party was given a 
pair of Roundel Earrings. 

She is always present at all 
events, but is also the sponsor 
of a very popular spring event 
called the Dust-Off Drive.   
Marianne not only plans the en-
tire event which includes a stop 
for lunch, she also maps out the 
entire drive herself, which this 
past year included a tour of a 
local up and coming brewery.   

Many of you may know 
that Marianne could be called 
the Crazy Cat Lady due to her 
love of cats. She volunteers at 
the local animal shelter as she 
fulfills her personal mission to 
help the animals in need.

As an avid animal lover, she 
is also known to rescue and help 
rabbits – but I will let her share 
the details of a memory making 
story of rescuing a rabbit – but 
said rabbit escaped from the 
box while she was driving – and 
she sacrificed her car for the ani-
mal! Yes, the car was destroyed, 
but the rabbit was saved. 

I also know that Marianne 
has a tremendous affinity for 
SHARKS... and has a collection 
that rivals many. But it was the 
sharks that brought her to our 
club as she and her husband are 
the proud owners of a pristine 
e24 635CSI. 

The Allegheny chapter is 
very fortunate to have a mem-
ber and a board member like 
Marianne.    We all truly appre-
ciate all the long hours and hard 
work she puts into the chap-
ter and how she makes all the 
members feel like there are part 
of the family. 

Congratulations on being 
the North Atlantic Outstanding 
Volunteer for 2015! 

MARIANNE MEEHAN
 
VOLUNTEER  OF YEAR
NORTH ATLANTIC REGION

Marianne is sponsor  
of the Dust-Off Drive.  
She plans the entire 
event and maps out 
the whole drive herself.
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CHAPTER OF CHAMPIONS

Club Receives Charitable Contributions Recognition
Chapter Wins 2 Awards
BY AL APEX

Allegheny Chapter was once 
again recognized for the largest 
amount of charitable contribu-
tions by a BMW CCA Chapter 
in 2015. 

As part of the Recognition 
Program that was established 
in 2014, there are awards  
given to recognize Chapter  
excellence. 

The three chapter awards 
include the best Growth and 
Retention of a chapter, most 
charitable hours and finally the 
highest charitable contribu-
tions made by a chapter. 

Allegheny Chapter was rec-
ognized in 2 of the 3 categories, 
during the BMW CCA Annual 
meeting that was held in Dallas, 
TX at the end of April.  

On hand to accept the 
awards on behalf of the Alle-
gheny Chapter, were members: 
Chris Williams - Driving Events 

Chris Williams, Steve Johnson, Mark Connolly and Barry Kaplan accept  
the award for 2015 Chapter Charitable Contributions: Allegheny Chapter.

Coordinator (DEC) for Al-
legheny Chapter and PVGP 
Parking Captain; Mark Con-
nolly - Tech Steward - both 

weekends of the PVGP and 
Barry Kaplan - Chief Safety 
Steward for both weekends of 
the PVGP.  

 
CHAPTER RECOGNITION AWARDS 2015 
Outstanding Chapter -  
Financial Charitable Contribution 
Recognizes the top three chapters in the country, based on 
the total financial contribution they made in 2015.
#1: Allegheny Chapter - $41.19/capita member

#2: Illini BMW Chapter - $17.56/capita member

#3: St. Louis BMW Club Chapter - $13.78/capita member

Outstanding Chapter - Charitable Hours
Recognizes the top three chapters in the country, based on 
total reported Charitable Hours. 
#1: Windy City - 1284 total hours

#2: Allegheny Chapter - 700 total hours

#3: San Diego Chapter - 450 total hours

Outstanding Chapter - Growth and Retention
Recognizes a finalist from each region, and then the overall 
winner for the Club. Scores are based on the Chapter 
Scorecard for overall growth in membership and retention 
of members for the 2015 year. 
#5: Pacific Region:  Roadrunner Chapter  
score:106.56

#4: North Central Region: Northern Ohio Chapter 
score:106.93

#3:  South Central Region: Rocky Mountain Chapter  
score: 108.04

#2: North Atlantic Region: Green Mountain Chapter  
score:109.77

Overall #1 Chapter for Growth and Retention: 
South Atlantic Region:  Puerto Rico Chapter score:128.18

We all realize that some 
of the friendliest, nicest peo-
ple are BMW owners and 
CCA members, but, inside 
the group the Best of the 
Best should be awarded to 
the E24 SESF group headed 
by Kai Xing and his crew of 
Nat and Eugene.

SESF is always a well-
run family affair with new 
events every year.  I missed it 
this year due to my contin-
ued medical problems.  I was 
surprised to find in the mail a 
priceless, handmade custom 
card that was signed by the 
SESF attendees.

Little things like this 
make the SESF a special 
chapter of BMW owners.  If 
you can’t go to the unlimited 
BMW event, schedule a visit 
to a SESF event so you can 
come and meet the family.

BY GEORGE MITCHELL 

SESF 
Gets 
Best 
Award
Group Sends  
Event Souvenir

Allegheny Chapter was recognized in during the BMW 
CCA Annual meeting that was held in Dallas in April.  
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MAY 28, 2016 - The Vintage is 
an annual event exclusively for 
vintage BMWs.  The event was 
originally called “The Vintage in 
the Vineyard” and took place at 
a winery near Winston Salem, 
North Carolina.  As it grew in 
size and popularity, the venue 
was moved to Old Salem in 
NC. During those years it grew 
from about 100 cars to around 
250 cars.  This yearís event took 
place in Asheville, NC.  The 
organizer closed registration at 
500 cars! 

The event is limited to 
BMW models with an original 
production date prior to 1990. 
The newest model allowed was 
the E31 8 Series BMW which 
began production 1989. That 
means that there were 500 cars, 
all of which were over 25 years 
old.  The PVGP attendance is 
typically 275 to 300 cars, but 
the PVGP is drawing from a 
much larger group. 

The fact that 500 cars, over 
25 years old made a trip ranging 
from 4 to 14 hours of driving 
is a testament to the durability 
of the Marque and the care and 
maintenance that their owners 
put into these cars. 

In addition to the vintage 
cars, there were a couple vin-

ROAD TRIP REVIEW

Record Set at Vintage Event

tage Chapter members in at-
tendance. The Sutton’s had the 
initial debut of the recently 
completed restoration of their 
E12 Alpina.  The Meehan’s 
were there in their 1987 635 
CSi along with Paul Wegweiser 
in his 2002 F-Bomb.  The 2002 
is the BMW model not the year 
of the car and the “F” isn’t re-
lated to that F word. It means 
something completely different. 

Look it up if you haven’t heard 
the word F-Bomb. 

There were 8 Peoples 
Choice awards given out. The 
winners included the Suttons 
and Meehans.

That means 25% of the 
awards went to Allegheny Chap-
ter members. Not a surprise con-
sidering the Allegheny Chapter 
and its Members were recog-
nized as the best in the world.  

 As side from the weather 
it was a perfect weekend. On 
Friday there was a drive to the 
BMW Foundation and their 
museum. The museum is small 
but amazing. There are about a 
dozen cars, each with some sig-
nificant history. 

There is a skeleton or cut-
away Z3 that was used to train 
the factory workers on the as-
sembly of the car. Things like 
weld points for various compo-
nents, crumple points for crash 
safety and routing of electrical 
lines are all displayed in differ-
ent color codes.  Complete en-
gines from various models rang-
ing from an M5 to the BMW 
motor used in Formula One 
racing There is also an extensive 
reference library that contains 
every factory service manual for 
every BMW model made and 
every Roundel magazine ever 
published. If you are ever in or 
near Geer, South Carolina, it’s 
worth a stop. 

Vintage in the Vineyard in North Carolina Features Show of 500 BMWs  

BY MICHAEL MEEHAN

500 cars over 25 years old made a 
trip ranging from 4 to 14 hours of  
driving to Asheville, North Carolina.

Members drive to the The Vintage in the Vineyard event for the largest showing of vintage vehilces in the show’s history.
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John Mizik
BMW Genius
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RACE REVIEW

Renner Races M2 at One Lap
Drivers Visit Pittsburgh International Raceway for One Lap of America 

On Sunday, May 1st in 
the early morning hours, Mike 
Renner and the rest of the par-
ticipants racing for One Lap 
of America started the cars 
and began the day at Pitts-
burgh International Raceway. 

When we arrived, Mike 
had already completed his first 
run of the day and was happy 
to see some familiar faces.  

We spoke for a bit and he 
told us of the race and why he 
does it year after year. 

Soon enough, it was time 
for him to jump into his 2016 
M2 and run again. 

As soon as he was done, 
he took time for a few photos 
with us and then he and his 
constant companion, Steve 
Maquire loaded up and off to 
the next track in the mad dash 
that is One Lap. 

How did Mike and Ste-
ve do after 7 days and 2827 
miles? 

They took 10th overall. 
Way to Go Mike and Steve!  
Until you roll into town again.

In the early 1970’s Brock 
Yates, senior editor of Car and 
Driver Magazine created the now 
infamous Cannonball Sea-to-
Shining-Sea Memorial Trophy 
Dash; a flat out, no-holds-barred 
race from New York City to Re-
dondo Beach, California.   Set-
ting out to prove that competent, 
well trained drivers can indeed 
safely navigate the American 
highways at speeds somewhat in 

BY AL APEX

excess of the posted limits, Mr. 
Yates created a spectacle reminis-
cent of the days of the barnstorm-
ing pilots. But after five successful 
events with none of the slaughter 
and mayhem predicted by the 
safety nazis; five events where 
the continent was ultimately tra-
versed in 32 hours 51 minutes, 
Mr. Yates decided that he had 
made his point and it was now 
time to cash in with writing the 

screenplays for Cannonball Run 
and Smokey and the Bandit II. 
(And, to be honest, Yates recog-
nized that it was only a matter of 
time before some militant, safety-
crazed prosecutor would bring 
him up before a grand jury.)

Brock then set out to create 
a motorsports event that was ac-
cessable to the average Joe while 
capturing the excitement, lunacy 
and romance of the Cannon-
ball without the threat of be-
ing called to testify in front of a 
Senate sub-committee. And so, 
in 1984, the first Cannonball 
One Lap of America was run 
with the start/finish in Darien, 
Connecticut.   That year, the for-
mat was simple: circumnavigate 
the lower 48 United States and 
“guess Brock’s mileage.”   The 
team that came closest to Brock’s 
distance won.  Brock is the first 
to admit that this format had its 
flaws and expected 1984 to be 
the first and last One Lap. To 
his dismay, he was flooded with 
inquiries requesting entry in the 
following year’s event.   A kinder, 
gentler successor to Cannonball 
had been born.

Race Originates from Screenwriter 
of Cannonball Run in Early 1970s

Driver Mike Renner races M2 in One Lap of America race in Pittsburgh.
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CLUB NEWS

Chapter Holds Annual Meeting
Members Meet to Handle Club Business at Second Annual Event

 It’s Official!!
The second Annual Meet-

ing took place on May 26th, 
2016 at the Sharp Edge Bras-
serie in McMurray.  The event 
was well attended and covered 
a lot of ground in a short time.  
The Board of Directors re-
mains the same as the past year 
with the exception of our newly 
elected Treasurer - Darlene Lip-
ovsek.  Thank you to all who 
came out. The yearly Financial 
Statement has been included.

BY AL APEX

	   	   	   	  

	   	   	  



Discover the power of planning with a 
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Doug Stradley 
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Club Apparel The Allegheny 
Chapter has partnered with 
Log Cabin Embroidery to pro-
vide you with a wide selection 
of club logo apparel. The Log 
Cabin Embroidery offers a wide 
selection of shirts, hats and 
garments that can be custom-
ized with our logo.  For details 
or order inquiries:  stiches@log-
cabinembroidery.com. 
First Hand Tickets is a con-
cierge ticket provider for all 
sports, theater and concert 
tickets for any national or inter-
national event. Do you want to 
go to a game, Broadway or see 
your favorite artist? You can al-
ways count on us to be less ex-
pensive than other outlets and 
online providers. Our network 
allows us access to more inven-
tory than any other online site. 
Never again will you need to 
pay online or service fees when 
you contact us directly. Most 
importantly we ensure a safe 

MEMBER DISCOUNTS

February 2016
Krista Campanaro – Pittsburgh
Elizabeth Hanks – Cranberry
Brad Harrison – Irwin
Kerstyn Helfritch – Irwin
Genevieve Kastronis – Pittsburgh
Keith Lawrence – Canonsburg
Jason Loesch – Pittsburgh
Anthony Matugo – Aliquippa
Nickolas Eleni – Pittsburgh
Mikaela Puhl – Delmont
Christopher Shroads – Beaver
Allison Spear – Cranberry
Michael Tapolci – Washington
Hunter Wodzenski – Coraopolis
Mekenzie Wolfe – Grove City
Nima Hadavi – Pittsburgh
Joseph Bongiovi – Allison Park
Marcus Menser – Billings, MT
Sam Duerr – Sewickley
Mary Ann Steinmeyer  South Park

Joseph Orr – North Huntingdon
Kathleen Orr – North Huntingdon
March 2016
Ryan Conoyer – Sewickley
David Dickerson – Pittsburgh
David Salvetti – Pittsburgh
Richard Eastman – Pittsburgh
Adam Choros – Delmont
David Garraux – Bridgeville
Francesca Ionadi – Allison Park
W. Roach – Pittsburgh
Max Salley – Pittsburgh
Joseph Haduch – Apollo
April 2016
Steve Kann – Pittsburgh
Ian Fallon – Pittsburgh
John McConaha – Pittsburgh
Charles Houser – Indiana
Garcia Diaz – Pittsburgh
Jody Leonardo – Cranberry
Jack Crawford – New Kensington

James Matthews
YEARS

David Dillie 
Don Cimarolli

YEARS

20 Years
Donald Heron
Wayne Steen
Barry Roth

15 Years
Bart Ryan

Monika Ryan
Douglas Danik
Ryan Shearer

MEMBER MILESTONESNEW MEMBERSHIPS

10 Years
Rebecca Moore

Ted Kalman
Timothy Halloran
Mark Blockland
Cindy Blockland

Mary Ellen Howard
David Howard
Jeff Newton

Robert Crawford

and friendly transaction. We 
stand behind every order and 
are available to you from the 
day of your purchase to the day 
of the event.
Griot’s Garage - Richard 
Griot started Griot’s Garage 
out of his own garage in 1990, 
built around the quote from Sir 
Henry Royce, “Strive for per-
fection in everything. Take the 
best that exists and make it bet-
ter. If it doesn’t exist, create it. 
Accept nothing nearly right or 
good enough.”Griot’s Garage 
formulates and produces its 
own liquid car care products in 
the U.S.A. and also sources 
unique, high-quality detailing 
accessories and garage gear. 
Merchandise is available at 
the Griot’s Garage Flagship 
Retail Store in Tacoma, Wash-
ington, through a direct-mail 
catalog, online at www.griots-
garage.com, and in retail loca-
tions nationwide.

The Original Auto Mat - Co-
coMats.com is the manufac-
turer and retailer of the finest 
auto floor mats on the market.  
Available in original BMW-
Specific designs which date 
back to the 1950’s, all of our 
mats are custom hand-made 
at our workshop in Fort Mill, 
South Carolina and are guar-
anteed to be a perfect fitment 
for any year, make or model 
vehicle ever made.  We of-
fer the original Coco material 
“CocoMats” as well as Sisal, 
Seagrass, BMW-Chequers, 
Wool and several other propri-
etary blends suitable for all ap-
plications and environments. 
Whether looking for a period-
correct factory accessory item 
for your BMW 2002, 3.0cs or 
Bavaria or an upgraded all-
weather mat for your BMW 
M3 or X5, CocoMats.com of-
fers a hand-crafted solution to 
meet and exceed your needs!  

Have you moved or 
changed email? The 
National Office maintains 
one database of member-
ship information. It is used 
for USPS mailings, such as 
the Roundel and chapter 
newsletter, and for email 
blasts of the weekly elec-
tronic Roundel and chapter 
blasts of updated informa-
tion. It is important that 
your addresses are current. 
Update your information at 
www.bmwcca.org. Follow 
instructions to create a 
username and password 
and log in to your account. 

Keep  
Current
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